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ALL-STAR LINE-UP: INSPIRING,
INFORMATIVE AND FACE-TO-FACE

Olympic Gold Medalist from
Zimbabwe, Kirsty Coventry

Shakespearean Actor,
Erin Brodie

The Austin Lyric Opera Company
UT Law Professor, Michael Sturley
Spider Expert, Dave Moellendorf

Throat Singers from the
Russian Republic of Tuva

Classically Trained Persian Singer/
Instrumentalist, Fared Sha nury

With More to Come...
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Visitors of every stripe engage the
senses, stimulate the mind

From Olympic medalists to big, hairy
spiders, it’s all part of the ACE journey

One gentleman traveled a few blocks, bringing
arachnids and a wealth of knowledge. Five other
gentlemen, one a Fulbright Scholar from Texas
and four Tuvan musicians, traveled literally half
way around the world to sing of the burbling
brooks and grasslands on the far side of Mongolia.

These are the types of guest lecturers and experts
ACE students learn from directly, face-to-face,
whenever possible.

Kirsty Coventry, winner of gold and silver medals
last year in Beijing, recently talked to the kids about
perseverance, discipline and what it takes to achieve
a long-term goal. A classically trained Shakespearean
actor from The Actors from the London Stage,
currently in residence at the University of Texas,

performed a special workshop for the older

kids. Members of The Austin Lyric Opera had

the children singing Mozart, Puccini and Rossini.
Spider Man, Dave Moellendorf, brought tarantulas,
scorpions and an acute love of the subject. On

the other end of the spectrum, UT law professor
Michael Sturley tackled the state and U.S. Supreme
Court systems. The kids loved every minute.

And then there were the throat singers.

Continued on PAGE TWO
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Our Mission is to teach,
support, afprm, and nurture
individuals in realizing their
intellectual, emotional,
social, and creative potential.

Our Visionis to provide
a learning environment in
which gifted learners can
explore their passions, push
their limits, celebrate their
talents, and truly become
citizens of the world.

Our Strategy is simple,
unique and powerful. We
bring gifted and creative
students together with a
teaching and administrative
staff who are passionate
about giftedness and creativ-
ity. We provide yexibility to
explore new ideas, to test
the limits of current knowl-
edge, to mix robotics with
classic core curriculum.
What sets ACE apart from
other schools is our attention
to emotional intelligence,

so that our students feel
conpdent developing their
particular talents.

Perched atop Mongolia, the Russian Republic
of Tuva is so remote the Tuvan throat singers
who performed for us spent pve days in travel
on the Trans-Siberian railroad to reach Moscow,
and another day to arrive literally half a world
away in Austin, Texas. Their live performance at
ACE Academy was quite a moving experience
and both kids and adults were rapt throughout
the performance.

Spring Fund-
raiser around
the corner

Get your dancing shoes — and your checkbooks!

— ready for the 2009 Austin Gifted Spring Fund-
raiser. There will be a cocktail buffet, silent and live
auctions, and live music by singer/songwriter

Kelly Willis, an Austin favorite.

Last year’s event generated over $8,000 and was
used primarily to develop a new computer/language
lab for ACE. Our goal this year is to exceed this
amount, and the proceeds are earmarked for a new
Science Lab.

Check out AustinGifted.org for complete
teacher and staff bios.

So, mark your calendar for Saturday night,

May 2nd and be sure to RSVP by April 18th. For
more information, simply contact Caroline Poe

at canapoe7@hotmail.com or Rhonda Wingo at
rsc10@aol.com. Formal invitations will be coming
out soon.

> To contact administrators or faculty,
dial 512-206-4070.

> To send emails to anyone at ACE, the format is:
FirstinitialLastName@AustinGifted.org

New web improvements at AustinGifted.org

Thanks to volunteers Jennifer Bown and Mitch Aubin, the ACE website is now
better than ever. For one thing, they ve set-up an on-line merchant account; you can
now use your credit card to donate to ACE Academy s Annual Fund right over the
computer. You Il nd instructions and information at AustinGifted.org; simply click
Support ACE and then choose the Donate Online button from the sidebar menu.

They re also working on a password-protected area just for parents and teachers.



The spirit of giving Is alive and
well at ACE Academy

ACE is a community. Together we strive to make the school the best opportunity
possible for our children. And at the same time, we always remind ourselves to
think of the wider world, to teach our children to consider service to themselves
and others to be two very worthy goals.

School volunteers tackle jobs big and small

It takes thousands of hours to run an operation like ACE Academy. That's why our volunteer force is so
important to both the school and the kids.

Through the Parent Council, an Annual Fund campaign has been launched, generating much needed
capital. Volunteers have collected funds, attended peld trips, staged festivals, edited the website, produced
this very newsletter, and so much more it would be hard to tally. Sufpce it to say, the parents have been
proactive and pro-ACE.

For instance, the Library Committee has established a Donate-A-Book-on-Your-Birthday program to
help build the ACE inventory. And they’re about to switch over to a high-end library software system for
tracking, search functions, etc.

Plus, the Teacher Appreciation Committee has arranged for lunch to be brought in once a month for all
the instructors and staff. On another day during the month a birthday cake is delivered, allowing the staff
to celebrate that month’s birthdays. If you'd like to help with either initiative, please contact Rhonda Wingo
at rsc10@aol.com.

Several efforts aid those less fortunate

Thanks to the generosity of ACE parents, 27 coats were delivered to the Coats for Kids Program before
the winter break. Kudos to Volunteer Coordinators Suzanne Aubin and Christie Neville.

Stephanie Most and her daughter, Zoe, put together a last minute clothing and toy collection. On
Christmas morning they went out early with the aid group Mobile Loaves and Fishes to feed the homeless,
handing out the donated clothes and toys as they went. They were much appreciated.

Also, please keep in mind Latin instructor Allison Shugart is currently accepting toys and games to be
donated through the food pantry where she volunteers. Demand for toys was overwhelming last year, and
they expect the situation to only worsen this year, so they're collecting year-round.

Registration began March 1st.

It s our 10th anniversary! Hurray
for Summer Wonders! Session |
is June 15-26 and Session Il is
July 6-17. For more informa-
tion, see SummerWonders.org.

Check out the bulletin board.

Due to various after-school
activities, the after-hours child-
care group waits for parents in
different classrooms on differ-
ent days. To nd out instantly
where your child is located

on any given day, just check the
Aftercare sign on the bulletin
board next to the ACE of ce.

Allergic reaction can be
life-threatening.

ACE is now home to several
children with tree-nut allergies.
Symptoms range from mild
itching to life-threatening ana-
phylactic shock. The nuts do
not have to be ingested; some
children are so allergic they
react to airborne particles as

well as through-the-skin con-
tact, such as touching peanut
oil on a playmate s hands.

Therefore, peanuts and tree
nuts of all kinds are of cially
banned from the ACE campus.

Children can have nuts any
other time they wish, but not
at school. We realize this is

a huge inconvenience to the
PB&J eaters, but it s a safet
issue we must take seriously.

“Be the change

that you want to

see in the world.
Ghandi






